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MMSI Working Group Agenda 
 

Sponsored by USCG and RTCM’s GMDSS Task Force 
 

 
Time / Date:   Wednesday, 6 May 2026, 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM EDT 

 

Location:  Hybrid – RTCM 2026 Assembly Ft Lauderdale Beach FL  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Microsoft Teams meeting  
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25911335947095?p=IZHiSzMTH0pbfA9Bhk  

Meeting ID: 259 113 359 470 95  

Passcode: ML2vv66Q  

 
Need help? | System reference 

Dial in by phone  

+1 347-566-2741,,853426563# United States, New York City 

Find a local number 

Phone conference ID: 853 426 563#  

For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Meeting may be recorded for notekeeping purposes 

Meeting documents available from MMSI Working Group Repository 

 
1. Welcome, changes to and approval of the agenda 

 

2.Summary record and consequential actions from December 17th, 2025 MMSI 

Working Group meeting, Noting Action items requiring long term action   

 

3. Action Items from last meeting (updated items in red) 
Action 

Item 

Description Assigned to Action 

59, 71 Update on USPS assuming Sea Tow MMSI 

registrations.  

Seatow/USPS duplications will need to separately 

identified:  3423 duplicates found in MISLE. 

USPS is taking in 26,742 SeaTow registrations  

 

Tests with USCG Kearneysville completed. 

Need to capture late edits to Seatow MMSI 

registrations. 

 

Prepare advisory regarding suspension in updating 

existing Seatow MMSI registrations 

 

Gene Danko  

70 Clarify processes, terminology and definitions used 

in MMSI transfer process: 

Joe Hersey,  See agenda 4 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/25911335947095?p=IZHiSzMTH0pbfA9Bhk
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OWE0MmVkODItOWRjNi00NmVkLWJjZGItNGM0YWFlNTNhNWRi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%222b90c3d1-9f08-41e6-9721-e3e5aef4223e%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22684a606d-9234-45c7-9995-b59eff08ccbb%22%7d
tel:+13475662741,,853426563
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/3989242e-6c0c-442e-aa69-db67bd7c0422?id=853426563
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=684a606d-9234-45c7-9995-b59eff08ccbb&tenantId=2b90c3d1-9f08-41e6-9721-e3e5aef4223e&threadId=19_meeting_OWE0MmVkODItOWRjNi00NmVkLWJjZGItNGM0YWFlNTNhNWRi@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/usp/pstnconferencing
https://www.joecel.com/GMDSSTaskForce/MMSI%20Working%20Group/
https://www.joecel.com/GMDSSTaskForce/MMSI%20Working%20Group/MMSI%20Working%20Group%2017%20December%202025/MMSI%20Working%20Group%20Summary%20Record%2017%20December%202025.pdf
https://www.joecel.com/GMDSSTaskForce/MMSI%20Working%20Group/MMSI%20Reference%20documents/Action%20items%20requiring%20long%20term%20action.pdf
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1. Administrative Change – update of 

information not changing vessel, owner, or 

license type (no transfer involved) 

2. Agent Change – transfer of license-by-rule 

MMSI agent and also FCC 

3. Ownership Change – Transfer of vessel 

and/or radio to new owner (MMSI user) 

4. Combined Change – Combined 

administration and ownership changes, 

including license type change to/from 

NTIA or FCC 

5. Fleet Change – change in fleet ownership 

of multiple vessels (affects FCC only) 

6. Inactive Vs Cancelled MMSI registration 

no distinction between terms 

Ed Thiedeman, 

Gene Danko, 

Katie Knox, 

Mike Brown 

73 Begin listing needed updates to MMSI MOA.  

Include MMSI providers decides to withdraw (Long 

Term AI 4), handling autonomous vessels. 

Joe Hersey and 

FCC 

See Agenda 5 

74 LBR providers recommend autonomy designation BOAT US, 

USPS, Shine 

Defer until requirement 

established 

75 Look for “000” MMSIs in LBR registrations BOAT US, 

USPS, Shine 

Joe 

Five identified so far. 

76 Agree on what authority is needed from original 

owner to reassign MMSI 

BOAT US, 

USPS, Shine, 

FCC, Joe 

See Agenda 4 

77 Discuss MOA next edition in separate meeting 

Met on 18 March 

BOAT US, 

USPS, Shine, 

FCC, Joe 

 See  agenda 5 

 

 

4. Clarify processes, terminology and definitions used in MMSI transfer process 

 

• Ownership change (Action Item 70: #3 and #4) 

o Required documentation before transfer of ownership can proceed: 

o Permission of original registrant 

o Bill of sale (what constitutes a bill of sale?) 

o If original owner is unknown 

o Transfer not permitted 

o “BUYER UNK” in Remarks field 

• Agent change (Action Item 70: #2 and #4) 

o How to document change in MMSI allocation table? 

 

5. Needed updates to MMSI MOA 
 

• Process for termination and registration handover 

• Address VHF handled MMSIs.  Noted that this should be an option, but providers not choosing 

this option would be restricted from issuing MMSIs to handhelds unless associated with a single 

vessel.  

• Clarify requirements for biennial notification of registrants 

• Address registration terminations and transfers 

o When you learn registration is invalid because vessel was sold: BUYER UNK in Remarks. 
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• Review annexed data specifications. 

o Update vessel categories applicable to boaters 

• USCG direct read-only data access to the data.  Does FCC need this too? 

• USCG Interconnection Security Agreement (ISA) 

 

6. Manufacturer IDs for devices using a freeform number identity 

 -  9172T3X4X5M6P7P8Y9Y10Y11Y12 used on AIS Message #14 
 

• CIRM Working Paper draft 

 

7. AIS AtoN and Mobile AtoN MMSI and license application 

 

• UK Ofcom AtoN AIS license applicaton and Mobile AtoN 2026 Consultation 

• USCG Private AtoN application and FCC license application with waiver  

• Needed updates to MMSIs for AIS Aids to Navigation webpage? 

 

8. Guidance on registering MMSIs for use by autonomous vessels in U.S. waters 

 

• FCC FCC Notice DA 25-652  

• Updates from USCG Automated and Autonomous Vessel Policy Council or IMO? 

 

9. Federal/NTIA MMSI issues 

 

 

10. MMSI duplicate registrations 

• MISLE duplicate MMSIs by entity spreadsheet 

 

11. Education and reaching out  

 

 

12. Any other matters 

 

 

13. Action Items for next meeting 

 

 

14. Scheduling next meeting 

 

 

 

   
NAVCEN MMSI website 

https://www.joecel.com/GMDSSTaskForce/MMSI%20Working%20Group/MMSI%20Working%20Group%20RTCM%20Assy%206%20May%202026/CIRM%20Working%20Paper%20-%20Manufacturer%20IDs%20for%20devices%20using%20a%20freeform%20number%20identity%20-%20v3.docx
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/manage-your-licence/maritime-radio/ofw450.pdf?v=396302
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/spectrum/radio-equipment/review-of-uk-maritime-spectrum-licences
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/ais-frequently-asked-questions#21
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/mmsis-for-ais-private-aids-to-navigation
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-25-652A1.pdf
https://www.joecel.com/GMDSSTaskForce/MMSI%20Working%20Group/MMSI%20Reference%20documents/DuplicateMMSINumbersByEntity-29Oct2024-cleanedup.xlsx
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/maritime-mobile-service-identity

